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MUSIC BY 
MAX STEINER 


This 1965 Warner Bros. movie is not good, just barely okay (hardly 
entertaining). The director, William Conrad, had the gall to state that Max 
Steiner’s music ruined the picture! He particularly disliked the “Rabbit” 
music. Guess who is remembered more for his contributions—Conrad or 
Steiner? While the score is lower-drawer material, it demonstrates a vitality 
that the movie itself could not scare up! I researched part of the written score 
at USC/Warner Bros Archives. 


Here is the opening clip on the movie provided online by Warner Bros: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtY Ue&Fdng4 


The cue sheets for Reel 1 shows: 
1. Magic Act. Visual Instr. 1:02 
2. Sobre Las Olas Rosas (arr. Steiner) Visual Instr. 1:38 


3.They’re Either Too Young or Too old (Frank Loesser-Arthur 
Schwartz) bkg instr. 2:30 

4a) You Must Have Been a Beautiful Baby (Harry Warren-Johnny 
Mercer) :25 

4b) The Blade (Steiner) 1:00 

4c) Title :02 

5. Melinda 1:15 

6. Melinda :05 
Ellen’s Theme in Reel 9 appears to be credited to Frank Parrish, music 
lasting 2:55. A lot of song music was used, especially in Reel 6. This 
includes 28 a) You Can’t Stop Me From Dreaming (Cliff Friend-Dave 
Franklin) 1:06. Also 28 b) “It’s A Great Feeling (Sammy Cahn) :20, and 
then A Rainy Night in Rio (Leo Rubin-Art Schwartz) :45. Etc. In Reel 8, 
“What Is This Thing Called Love” vocal by Porter was used for nearly 2 
minutes. 
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Reel | pt 1. [Scene] Agitato in C time, 38 bars. Cue # 40857. 
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Reel | pt 4. [The Guillotine] Misterioso in C time, 19 bars. 
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Reel | pt 5. [Main Title] Agitato in 2/4 time, 9 pages, 33 bars. 
[see images above and also immediately below] 
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Reel 1 pt 6. [The Burial] Cue # 40860. 9 bars. Hand-copied image 
immediately below. 
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Reel 2 pt 2. Agitato in 3/4 time, 8 pages, 29 bars. Cue # 40861. Not 
used. 
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Reel 2 pt 3. [Newspaper Headline: Duquesne Wife Disappears] Molto 
Moderato in 3/4 time, 7 pages, 27 bars. Cue # 40862. 
See hand-copied image immediately below. 
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Reel 2 pt 4. [Hollywood Bowl Scene] Cue #40863. Beethoven Sth. No 
Full Score. 
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Reel 3 pt 1.[Cassie & Val Talk at Hollywood Bowl] Molto Moderato 
in 3/4 time, 12 pages, 45 bars. Cue # 40864. Images of my hand-copies 
immediately below: 
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Reel 3 pt 3. [Skeleton on a Wire] Agitato in C time, 3 pages, 11 bars. 
See image of my hand-copy fragment immediately above. 


Reel 3 pt 4. [The Rabbit] Grazioso tempo-marking. Cue # 40867. 
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Reel 4 pt 1. [Mr. Henderson. Where Are You?] Cue # 40868. 
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Reel 4 pt 2.[Melinda's Portrait] Andante in C time, 22 pages, 93 bars. 
Dvd location is 00:30:53. Images of my hand-copy of the first nine bars are 
immediately below: 
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Reel 4 pt 3. Moderato in 6/8 time, 10 pages, 37 bars. Cue # 40870. 


Reel 4 pt 4. 6/8 time, 2 pages, 7 bars. 
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